HANFORD POLICEDEPARTMENT DATE: 5/21/2024

PRESS RELEASE

*CARING*PROFESSIONAL*PROACTIVE*COURTEOUS*SERVING WITH INTEGRITY*

DATE OF INCIDENT TIME OF INCIDENT LOCATION OF INCIDENT

5/18/2024 1409 hours 900 Block of W. Encore Drive

TYPE OF INCIDENT

PC 187 Homicide

INVOLVED PARTY NAME: AGE: CHARGES/INJURIES:

SUSPECT Yingling, Kelli 37 PC 187

INVOLVED PARTY NAME: AGE: CHARGES/INJURIES:

VICTIM El Not Identified

On May 18, 2024, at 1409 hours, Hanford Police officers were dispatched to a check the welfare report of an
elderly adult female in the 900 block of W. Encore Drive. The reporting party, who was a neighbor of the
elderly female, advised officers that she had not seen her neighbor in a couple of weeks and that this was
unlike her. Officers responded to the residence of the elderly female and entered the residence to check on
the welfare of any occupants. As they entered the residence, they found a deceased elderly female locked
in a closet.

Detectives discovered the victim had been deceased for an extended amount of time and there was
evidence to show the deceased had not died of natural causes. The victim had been wrapped in plastic
bags and during the autopsy there were signs of strangulation. Detectives interviewed Kelli Yingling (37 of
Hanford) who was also a resident inside the home. Yingling provided statements to detectives which
implicated her in the murder. Detectives developed probable cause to arrest Yingling for suspicion of
Homicide. Kelli had been in custody at the Kings County Jail since May 7, 2024, when she was arrested for
a pursuit on May 2 as well as unrelated warrants. Yingling is still in custody and is being held without bail for
the homicide charge.

Detectives are waiting for DNA confirmation on the identity of the victim.

Anyone with additional information on this case is encouraged to contact Det K. Smith of the Hanford Police
Department at 559-585-4724.

IF YOU ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Hanford Police Department CONTACT#: 559-585-4724 CASE#: H2402264

PREPARED BY': F. Martinez APPROVED BY: J. Vallin

Committed to Providing, Professional and Courteous Law Enforcement Services to our Community


Justin Vallin
Cross-Out


	DATE OF INCIDENT: 05172024
	TIME OF INCIDENT: 1409 hours
	LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 900 Block of W. Encore Drive
	TYPE OF INCIDENT: PC 187 Homicide
	CONTACT: 559-585-47247
	CASE: H2402264
	PREPARED BY: F. Martinez
	APPROVED BY: J. Vallin
	IP 1: [SUSPECT]
	NAME 1: Yingling, Kelli
	AGE 1: 37
	CHARGES 1: PC 187
	IP 2: [VICTIM]
	NAME 2: Not Identified
	AGE 2: 
	CHARGES 2: 
	CONTACT NAME: Hanford Police Department
	NARRATIVE: On May 18, 2024, at 1409 hours, Hanford Police officers were dispatched to a check the welfare report of an elderly adult female in the 900 block of W. Encore Drive. The reporting party, who was a neighbor of the elderly female, advised officers that she had not seen her neighbor in a couple of weeks and that this was unlike her. Officers responded to the residence of the elderly female and entered the residence to check on the welfare of any occupants. As they entered the residence, they found a deceased elderly female locked in a closet.    

Detectives discovered the victim had been deceased for an extended amount of time and there was evidence to show the deceased had not died of natural causes. The victim had been wrapped in plastic bags and during the autopsy there were signs of strangulation. Detectives interviewed Kelli Yingling (37 of Hanford) who was also a resident inside the home. Yingling provided statements to detectives which implicated her in the murder. Detectives developed probable cause to arrest Yingling for suspicion of Homicide. Kelli had been in custody at the Kings County Jail since May 7, 2024, when she was arrested for a pursuit on May 2 as well as unrelated warrants. Yingling is still in custody and is being held without bail for the homicide charge.

Detectives are waiting for DNA confirmation on the identity of the victim.
     
Anyone with additional information on this case is encouraged to contact Det K. Smith of the Hanford Police Department at 559-585-4724. 

	DATE: 5/21/2024


